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Where are Your Students?
(with a Freshman ENGE Advisor)
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First Year Courses

Course Title Credits 

ENGE 1215  Foundations of Engineering 2

Free Time CRN# 80018, Thursday, 0

7:00-9:50 p.m.

MATH 1225 Calculus 4

ENGL 1105 Freshman English 3

CHEM 1035 General Chemistry 3

CHEM 1045 General Chemistry Lab 1

ñspecial 

population 

courseò

Corp, LLCôs, Marching 

Virginians, etc.

1-3

CLE COURSE Area 2, 3, 6, or 7 

Recommended Credit Hours 14-16 
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Fall Spring

OR

Course Title Credits 

ENGE 1215  Foundations of 

Engineering 

2

Free Time CRN# 80018, Thursday, 0

7:00-9:50 p.m. 

MATH 1225 Calculus 4

ENGL 1105 Freshman English 3

CHEM 1035 General Chemistry 3

ñspecial population 

courseò

Corp, LLCôs, Marching 

Virginians, etc.
1-3

CLE COURSE Area 2, 3, 6, or 7 

Recommended Credit Hours 14-16 

Course Title Credits

ENGE 1216 Foundations of 

Engineering

2

MATH 1226 Calculus 4

ENGL 1106 Freshman English 3

PHYS 2305 Foundations of Physics I 4

PHYS 2305 Foundations of Physics 

Labs

0

Major Requirement or 

CLE Course

2-4

Recommended Credit Hours 15-18

Course Title Credits

ENGE 1216 Foundations of 

Engineering

2

MATH 1226 Calculus 4

ENGL 1106 Freshman English 3

PHYS 2305 Foundations of Physics I 4

PHYS 2305 Foundations of Physics 

Labs

0

CHEM 1045 General Chemistry Lab 1

Major Requirement or 

CLE Course

2-4

Recommended Credit Hours 15-18



Degree Requirements

Bachelorôs degree
CLE (Curriculum for Liberal Education) 36 credits

Major Requirements 71 ï84 credits

Major Electives/Technical Electives 3 ï20 credits

Free Electives 0 ï9 credits

Total 123 ï135 credits
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Å@ 123 credits, 15.375 credits per semester (8 semesters)

Å@ 135 credits, 16.87 credits per semester (8 semesters)

ÅAverage graduation rate is 4.3 years (4.1 from VT as whole)

Å43% graduate in 4 years (50% from VT as a whole)

Å66% graduate in 5 years (78% from VT as a whole)

Å(see CoE graduation rates online) 

http://www.irinfo.ir.vt.edu/VT_Stats/IR Customers 2/Students/Retention/Longitudinal Retention/College/COLLEGE05_retention.html


CoE Undergraduates as a Whole

ÅStudents enrolled spring 2017:

Å2nd majors/minors

ÅApproximately 25% pursue minors

ÅApproximately 4% pursue 2nd majors

ÅOn average, 90% of freshman in engineering 

continue to a second year in engineering
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JOBS
ÅWhat are graduates doing after graduation 

(class of 2016, 67% engineering response rate):

Å65% employed (81% related to career goals)

Å13% continuing education

Å18% seeking employment or continued education

ÅHow do graduates find a job
Å35% - career fair

Å31% - previously worked for company

ÅOn campus interviewing, family member, employers website, 

etc.

ÅWhen do they have a job offer?
Å56% May/Summer grads had job offer by Jan. 1, 2016
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Scholarships
ÅScholarship sources:
ÅOffice of Scholarships and Financial Aid (need)

ÅCollege of Engineering (merit and need)

ÅDepartment of studentôs major (merit and need)

ÅApplication opens in spring semester for 

following academic year (deadline to apply 

usually early March).  

Å3.0 overall is required to be considered for 

College/Department awards

ÅSpring 2017 applicants:

Å14% of enrolled students applied
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Co-ops/Internships

ÅCo-op (engineers make up ~90% of those 

participating in co-op program)
ÅTypically multi-term work agreement with one employer

Å3 ñsemesterò commitment (extends degree to 5 years)

ÅTraditionally full-time, paid positions

ÅInternships

ÅUsually one-term work assignment

ÅCould be part- or full-time, paid or unpaid

ÅMost often in summer terms
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http://www.career.vt.edu/COOP/Terminology.htm


What should your student 

bring?
ÅWalking shoes

ÅUmbrella

ÅBusiness Attire (at least 1 outfit)

ÅFan

ÅLightweight and heavy coats

ÅComputer

ÅTextbooks

ÅBike

ÅCar
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Goal of Freshman year

MOVE INTO DEGREE-GRANTING MAJOR

VComplete all Change of Major Coursework

VCompetitive overall Virginia Tech GPA 

VMinimum 12 GPA Hours

(Minimum 3.0 Overall Virginia Tech GPA will 

guarantee students their first choice major)
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Whatôs the 1st semester like?
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So how do you help?
ÅKnow the differences in college & high school 

learning

ÅSites devoted to College Parents

ÅHelicopter Parenting 

ÅWhat it means

ÅHow it Affects Students
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http://www.thelearnwellprojects.com/thewell/why-good-students-do-bad-in-college-proven-insights-2/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/what-is-a-helicopter-parent_us_56453977e4b08cda34883f85
http://bigthink.com/ideafeed/helpful-helicopter-parenting-infographic?utm_campaign=Echobox&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook


Define realistic expectations

ÅStudent responsibilities

ÅAcademics  

ÅCommunication
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Life Skills
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ÅLaundry

ÅSetting alarms GETTING 

UP

ÅFinances

ÅAsking for help

ÅSelf-reliance



ÅñLingeringò at move-in

ÅDO WHAT YOUôVE DONE for the past ~18 

yearsé.itôs already served your student well

ÅParenting a child  Parenting an Adult
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